
Savoring the Salt
The Legacy of Toni Cade Bambara

Edited by Linda Janet Holmes 
and Cheryl A. Wall

This anthology celebrates the life and work of a
major African American writer, teacher,
filmmaker, and activist. Toni Cade Bambara
played a vital role in shaping African 
American culture in the last quarter of the 
20th century. Among the contributors who
remember Bambara, reflect on her work, and
examine its meaning today are Toni Morrison,
Amiri Baraka, Pearl Cleage, Ruby Dee, Beverly
Guy-Sheftall, Nikki Giovanni, Avery Gordon,
Audre Lourd, and Sonia Sanchez.

Admiring readers have kept Bambara’s fiction in
print since her first collection of stories, Gorilla,
My Love, was published in 1972. She continued
to write—and her audience and reputation
continued to grow—until her untimely death in
1995. Savoring the Salt includes excerpts from
her published and unpublished writings.
296 pp. 978-1-59213-625-4 $23.95

Hapa Girl
A Memoir

May-lee Chai

“A tour-de-force sojourn into a never-before-
told zone of small town American bigotry. Hapa
Girl is consistently stylish, permanently
courageous, bitingly tragic, but always
rationally detached with a Marx Brothers’wit.
This is May-lee Chai’s best comment yet about
America.”— Anthony B. Chan, 
author of Perpetually Cool:The Many Lives 
of Anna May Wong.

In the mid-1960s, Winberg Chai, a young
academic and the son of Chinese immigrants,
married an Irish-American artist. In Hapa Girl
(“hapa”is Hawaiian for “mixed”), their
daughter tells the story of this loving family as
they moved from Southern California to New
York to a South Dakota farm by the 1980s. In
their new Midwestern home, the family finds
itself the object of unwelcome attention, and
daily incidents of racial animosity, including
random acts of cruelty.
232 pp. 978-1-59213-615-5 $25.00 cloth

The American Diary of a 
Japanese Girl
An Annotated Edition

Yone Noguchi,
Edited by Edward Marx with Laura E. Franey 

The first American novel by a writer of Japanese
ancestry, The American Diary of a Japanese Girl
is a landmark of modern American fiction and
Japanese American transnationalism. First
published in 1902, Yone Noguchi’s novel
describes the turn-of-the-century adventures of
Tokyo belle Miss Morning Glory in a first-
person narrative that The NewYork Times called
“perfectly ingenuous and unconventional.”With
the addition of a perceptive critical commentary
and comprehensive notes, this first annotated
edition sheds new light on the creative
inventiveness of an important modernist writer.

“Laura Franey’s careful Introduction and
Edward Marx's well-conceived and
knowledgeable Afterword frame The American
Diary precisely in terms that will define for
contemporary readers its importance as cultural
history.”
— David Ewick, Chuo University
224 pp. 978-1-59213-555-4 $23.95
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Forms in the Abyss
A Philosophical Bridge between 
Sartre and Derrida

Steve Martinot

“The project of transcoding Sartrean language into the
Derridean coordinates, and vice-versa, is an unseasonable
one whose reward lies in the defamiliarization of both.
Martinot’s minute, technical readings avoid all facile
ideological generalizations and send us back to the original
texts with new eyes.” — Fredric Jameson

The relationship between the existentialist Jean-Paul Sartre
and the post-structuralist Jacques Derrida has never been
fully examined until now. In Forms in the Abyss, Steve
Martinot sees these two important philosophical thinkers
of the twentieth century as “kindred souls”despite their
vast differences. 

320 pp. 978-1-59213-440-3 $25.95

Economic Citizens
A Narrative of Asian American Visibility
Christine So

In the past fifty years, according to Christine So, the
narratives of many popular Asian American books have
been dominated by economic questions—what money can
buy, how money is lost, how money is circulated, and what
labor or objects are worth. Focusing on books that have
achieved mainstream popularity, Economic Citizens shows
that while Asian Americans have been excluded from the
larger national body—in fact, prohibited from
circulation—Asian American books that emphasize
economic and social exchange circulate widely. With
penetrating insight, So examines literary works that have
been successful in the U.S. marketplace but have been read
previously by critics largely as narratives of alienation or
assimilation, including Fifth Chinese Daughter, Flower
Drum Song, Falling Leaves and Turning Japanese. In
contrast to other studies that have focused on the
invisibility of Asian Americans, Economic Citizens
examines how Asian Americans have entered into 
the public sphere. 

184 pp. 978-1-59213-584-4 $45.00 cloth
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